* 



JBH/mjt 1342-66940 12/04/03 



EXPRESS MAIL LABEL NO. EV339210224US 
DATE OF DEPOSIT: December 4, 2003 



20 



I CLAIM: 

1 . A retaining wall comprising: 

a first set of one or more courses, at least a portion of each comprising a 
5 plurality of unitary blocks placed side-by-side with respect to each; and 

a second set of one or more courses, at least a portion of each comprising a 
plurality of block assemblies placed side-by-side with respect to each other, each block 
assembly comprising at least two interconnected block components; 

wherein the first set of one or more courses is located above or below the second 
1 0 set of one or more courses. 

2. The retaining wall of claim 1, wherein the first set of one or more 
courses overlays the second set of one or more courses. 

15 3. The retaining wall of claim 1, wherein the second set of one or more 

overlays the second set of one or more courses. 



4. The retaining wall of claim 1 , wherein: 

the first set of one or more courses comprises first and second courses of unitary 



20 blocks; and 
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the wall further comprises a tie-back sheet positioned between the first and 

5 . The retaining wall of claim 1, wherein each block assembly comprises: 
a face block having a front surface exposed in the front surface of the wail; 
at least one anchor block; and 

at leas, one elongated trunk block extending between the face b.ock and the 
anehorblocMhetrunkblockhavmgafirst end portion connected to the faceblockand 
a second end portion connected to the anchor block. 



10 



6 . The retaining wall of claim 5, wherein the face block of each block 
assemblyhasadovetaficormectorelcmentmatrntercormectswithacomp— 

,5 anchor block of each block assembly has a dovetail connector element that 

tnterconnectswithacomplementary dovetail connector element ofthe second end 

portion of a respective trunk block. 

7 . The retaining wall of claim 5, wherein each block assembly comprises: 
20 afirsttrunkblockconnectedtoandextendingreamardlyfiomarespectiveface 

block; 
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afirstanchorblock connected to the first „u* block opposite the face block; 
a second trunk block connected to and extending rcarwardly from the first 



anchor block; and 



a second 
5 anchor block. 



anchor block connected to the second trunk block opposite the first 



8 . The retaining wall of claim l, wherein each unitary block comprises a 
front portion, two wall portions extendmg rcarwardly from the front portion, a rear 
portion connected to the wallportions opposite the front portion, and a core defined by 
10 the front portion, the wall portions, and the rear portion. 

9 . The retaining wall of claim 1, wherein the unitary blocks are coupled to 
tHeblockassembliesofaverticallyadjacent course with block-connectmg elements. 



15 io. The retaining wall of claim 1, wherein: 

the first set of one or more courses comprises a first, lower course of umtary 
blocks and a second, upper course of unitary blocks; and 

* he second set of one or more courses comprises a firs,, lower course of block 
assemblies and a second, upper course of block assemblies. 



20 



11. The retaining wall of claim 10, wherein: 
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e.h^b.oaofthesecondcourseof^yb.ocUsispositionedontwo 

unitary blocks of the first course of unitary blocks; and 

eachblockassenrblyofthesecondcourseofblockassernbliestspostttonedon 

wo block assemblies of the first course of block assemblies. 

n TheretainingwallofclaimlUwhereineachunitaryblockofmesecond 
eourseofunUaryblocksisconnectedtotwoumtaryblocksofthefirstcourseofunitary 

blocks. 

,1 e ioi«,n wherein each block assembly of the 
13 The retaining wall of claim 11, wherein earn 

course of block assemblies. 

11 «f rlaim 1 wherein each block assembly has a depth 
14. The retaining wall ot claim i , wnwcm 

1 5 that is greater than the depth of the unitary blocks. 



10 



15. The retaining wall 
are defined between horizontally adjacent block assemblies 



of claim 1, wherein chambers containing fill material 



20 16. The retaining wall 

are defined between horizontally adjacent unitary blocks 



of claim 1, wherein chambers containing fill material 
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1 7 A retaining wall comprising: 

aplurallty ofco.ses,a tl ea S tapo rt io„o f eachco ra pns i „ g ap to a 1 it y ofb,oc k 

block and extending rearwardly therefrom; 

^ereincours.includingsaidunitaryb.ocksare.ocatedaboveorbe.ow 

including said block assemblies. 

18 Th eretaimn g wallo f claiml7,wbereintbecoursesinclndingsaid 
^blocks arelocatedabovetbeconrsesmc, U dingsa,db,ockassemb,ie, 

19 . Theretainingwallofclaimn.wberemthecoursesmclndingsaid 



10 courses 
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21. The retaining wa!l of claim 17, wherein eaeh unitary bloek has a depth 
that is less than the depth of the block assemblies. 

22 The retaining wall of elaim 17, wherein each block assembly comprises a 

beingdisposedinageneral.y parallel relationship with respect to the fronthlock. 

10 23 . Theretainingwallofclaimn.whereineachcourseissetbackfroman 

adjacent lower course to form a sloped wall face. 

24. The retaining wall of claim 1 7, wherein each unitary block has a width 
that is equal to the width of the block assemblies. 
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25. The retaining wall of claim 17, wherein each unitary block has aheight 
that is equal to the height of the block assemblies. 



26. A retaining wall comprising: 
20 a plurality of courses, a portion of each comprising a plurality of single blocks 

arranged side-by-side; 
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at least one tie-baek sheet disposed between single bloeks in adjacent courses; 
a plurality of different courses, a portion of each comprising a plurality of block 
assemblies arranged side-by-side, each block assembly comprising a front block, at 
leas, one elongated trunk block connected to and extending rearwardly from the front 
5 block, and at least one anchor block connected to the trunk block opposite the front 
block; and 

wherein the courses including the single blocks are located above or below the 
courses including the block assemblies. 

10 27. Theretainingwallofolaim26,whereinthetrunkblockofcachblock 

assembly is connected at one end thereof to a respective front block with a dovetail 
connection and at an oppostte end thereof to a respective anchor block with a dovetail 
connection. 

15 28. The retaining wall of claim 27, wherein chambers filled with fill material 

are defined between adjacent block assemblies in each course. 

29. A method of constructing a retaining wall, the method comprising: 
forming a portion of at least one course from a plurality of single blocks; and 



20 



forming a portion of at least one different course from a plurality of block 
assemblies, each block assembly having at least two interlocking block components. 
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30. The method of claim 29, wherein the course that includes the single 
blocks is constructed on top of the course that includes the block assemblies. 

5 31. The method of claim 29, wherein the course that includes the block 

assemblies is constructed on top of the course that includes the single blocks. 

32. The method of claim 29, wherein forming a portion at least one course 
from a plurality of single blocks comprises forming portions of a plurality of courses 
10 from single blocks. 
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33. The method of claim 32, further comprising positioning a tie-back sheet 
between single blocks in the adjacent courses, the tie-back sheet extending rearwardly 
into fill material retained behind the wall. 

34. The method of claim 29, wherein forming a portion of at least one course 
from a plurality of block assemblies comprises forming portions of a plurality of 
courses from block assemblies. 
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35. The method of claim 29, wherein forming a portion of at least one course 
from a plurality of block assemblies comprises assembling the interlocking block 
components to form the block assemblies. 



